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ABOUT EHF 
The Eusebia Hope Foundation (EHF) is a small charity set up in Woldingham, Surrey to fund 
children living in the Meru region of Kenya who have been orphaned or abandoned, very often 
through HIV/Aids. It finances the operation of the Eusebia Hope Centre (EHC) in Igoji, Meru. The 
Centre currently looks after 50 abandoned or orphaned children, providing them with a safe 
home, healthcare and education. EHC is a registered charity in Kenya and the UK. 
 
Christine Black Nyaga founded the charity, inspired by the work of her mother, the late Eusebia 
Karega. Moved by the suffering children experienced on a daily basis, sleeping rough on the 
streets and having to beg for food, she set up a small centre where these children could go and 
have a meal at least once a day, in partnership with local people who volunteered to go and help 
with the cooking and feeding of the children. 
 
 

OUR VISION 
To give the children who have been orphaned or abandoned in Igoji, Kenya a hope for the future 
and to end child abandonment and homelessness in the region. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
To provide a safe and loving home, healthcare and education for the children living at the Eusebia 
Hope Centre. 
 
 

OUR WORK IN KENYA 
The children at the Eusebia Hope Centre have a safe and secure home, where they feel loved, 
valued and cared for. Their basic needs are met, namely shelter, food, clothing, healthcare and 
education. The children, except for a few who have special needs (they go to specialist schools), 
are taught on site until they are old enough to go into mainstream education.  In addition to 
schooling, they learn practical skills, for example vegetable growing at the Centre. The children 
are encouraged to participate in sports, drama, music, scouts and of course they have plenty of 
time for play as well. 
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OUR PEOPLE 
 
Tim Njeru – Manager of EHF in Kenya 
In 2018 Tim decided to continue his mother’s work by taking over the leadership of the Centre.  
The team in Kenya is made up of Tim, a matron, a cook, two teachers, a gardener and a cleaning 
and laundry assistant.  The team is warmly supported by Tim and Christine’s Grandma (Eusebia’s 
mother), who lives on site, and her groundsman. 
 
Christine Black – UK Head of Operations and Trustee 
Christine is Eusebia’s eldest child and was brought up in Igoji.  She now runs the UK operations 
of the charity and visits EHF in Kenya as often as she can. 
 
Claire Dunn - Facilitator 
Claire provides fundraising and donor support/ transportation and visited the Centre in 2018. 
 
Tim Dunn – Chair and Trustee 
Tim joined EHF in 2018 after a visit with Claire and his family to EHC. 
 
Clare Khan – Head of Finance and Trustee 
Clare grew up in Zimbabwe and now lives in Woldingham. Clare manages the finances for EHF. 
 
Lynne Norris – Website and Social Media Volunteer 
Lynne keeps our website updated with the latest news from the Centre. 
 
Alison Park – Trustee 
Alison is a Trustee and manages donor relations. 
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REPORT FROM TIM NJERU, Manager of EHC in Igoji 

 
Greetings to you all, I hope you are all fine and in good health. We are all okay here and at the 
time of writing we are grateful for the rains that are falling nearly every day. We are hopeful 
the crops will be revived. 

This year, the children have taken part in various activities. Prior to Christmas, children who 
were happy to do so were escorted by staff at the Centre to go and visit their grandparents 
where possible. A few of them went and spent some good moments with them. Some children 
requested to do this every now and then, and whenever we have an opportunity, we take 
them. This is in line with keeping them updated on their families and to keep that connection 
going. 

Late last year we had a few illnesses. It is possible that this was caused by cold weather as the 
children were checked up at the hospital and nothing major was identified. To deal with these, 
additional bed covers were provided and this has worked very well. Mattress covers were also 
bought for all the beds and this has also helped to keep the mattresses clean, especially for the 
children still bed wetting. 

  

Education 

The children attending St Joseph’s primary school continue to do well. Ann Mary is particularly 
enjoying her learning. She said that “I am very happy to be preparing for my exams. This has 

been so good because I have a nice place to stay and I don’t worry about tomorrow. I can 

concentrate on my studies and I hope to do well. I want to go to a nice secondary school and in 

the future I want to be a nurse”. Although these things keep changing, it is good to see how the 
children have grown and that they even have future aspirations. 

The teachers raised a few behaviour issues as reported in our last report. These are being dealt 
with by our teacher and also the school. We believe that in part this is due to the children 
feeling that they are able to express themselves, although behaviours such as fighting in school 
cannot be excused. We continue to talk with the children on ways they can deal with 
frustrations without resorting to fighting. 

  

Food crops 

Food has become excessively expensive in Kenya. This is a combination of low produce and 
failed rains. Some crops such as beans and maize have almost doubled in price. We are trying 
to seek alternatives such as pigeon peas in place of beans but this has not been very easy. We 
will continue to ensure that we source cheaper prices and also enhance our vegetable growing 
to compensate where possible. The children have also grown and their food requirement with 
it!   
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Trips 

In January 2022 we visited river Mutonga which is not very far from our Centre. We all went to 
see where building stones are sourced from and how they are retrieved from the rocks. This 
was a new experience for all of us as we saw how a huge rock is converted into smaller building 
stones. The stones used for construction at the centre have mainly come from river Mutonga. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone of you for your continued support. 
It is very clear that your support has helped these children to be who they are today. They 
have come a long way from scared little children to the confident young people they have 
become and for us here, it is so good to see them continue to grow.  

Thank you very much, Tim.  

 

 
REPORT FROM TIM DUNN, Chair 

 
It has been another year of progress for the children at EHC.  In particular, the growing focus of 
the older children on their school results, future careers, and successes in their extra-curricular 
activities, all point to the rounded education that the EHC staff are providing. 
 
We hope next year to be able to report that we have finally finished the sanitation block, which 
has been the big infrastructure project for calendar year 2022. 
 
We have recently received our first formal inspection report from the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Protection – Children’s Department.  Below is the concluding paragraph from that report, 
which we are very proud of as it reflects so well the reason that EHF exists: 
 

 
 
Many thanks to all our donors, the operational team on the ground in Igoji led by Tim Njeru, 
and to my fellow Trustees, who make all this good work possible. 
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REPORT FROM CHRISTINE BLACK, HEAD OF UK OPERATIONS 

 
Education 
 
We are very pleased to report that our grade 6 pupils are sitting their national exams from the 
end of November 2022. We acknowledge that due to individual children’s difficulties, not all of 
them will be able to progress to secondary school but we do recognise how hard the children 
have worked to get to where they are now. They enjoy school and their confidence continues 
to develop. Plans are being made for vocational routes for children who may not continue into 
secondary school post examination.  
 
Sports and Activities 
 
In March this year, two of our grade 6 pupils represented us in the athletics county 
championships. They did very well and are due to compete in the provincial sports challenge 
next year. The two girls are very proud of their achievements.  
 

 
 
 
The children also have a vibrant small team of scouts. Even without each child having full 
scouting uniform, they very proudly carry out their duties of raising up the flag and singing the 
national anthem every Friday morning before going to school as per national normal practice.  
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Health 
The public health officer visited us early this year. He reported that generally we are doing well 
and standards of cleanliness are being maintained. He was impressed with the repairs that 
were completed in the tin building (Mabati building) as it all looks uniform and what is 
expected of public institutions. During a previous visit he had recommended ways of storing 
dry food and fresh vegetables and this is being followed, for example storing food in raised 
areas. In the kitchen storage area, we have raised some beams where food is stored. 
 
 
Staff training 
In December 2021, I organised a training session for the members of staff as well as some 
members from Children’s Services in Meru district. The sessions covered ‘the impact of trauma 
on child development’ and was mainly aimed at staff members ability to identify the needs of 
the children and being able to respond in a way that takes into consideration their past 
experiences of harm. Feedback was that the session was an eye opener and is continuing to 
support practitioners to respond to children’s needs in a more empathetic way.  They have 
asked for similar sessions in the future, planned for the next financial year.  
 
 
Music  
Our music teacher from St Lucy’s School for the Blind is actively involved in the children’s 
learning. He is an RE teacher and will often go through some topics with the children as they 
spend some music learning time together with this teacher who they love very much. The 
children have learnt to play some instruments including the kayamba, flute and drums. Grade 6 
pupils are being tested on the flute and this has proved very useful. Thank you for the 
donations of these instruments.  
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Wellbeing 
 
Since we adopted an improved diet at the centre, the children’s health has significantly 
improved. The number of illnesses has gone down, and most ailments are dealt with at the 
centre instead of the previous frequent to the health centres.  
 
The children grow vegetables and plant trees around the centre, helping with watering during 
dry season. They are also involved in soil erosion management through planting Napier grass, 
binding the soil with root systems to prevent it being washed away during heavy rains.  
 

 
 
 
Thank you again for all your support! 
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UPDATE ON BANK ACCOUNT, FUNDRAISING AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Unlike the previous year, 2021/22 started with an operational account with CAF bank, which 
provides a simple and straight-forward banking service designed specifically for charities. Covid 
restrictions have made fundraising almost impossible and without the contributions from our 
regular donors EHF’s continuous support of the Centre would have been seriously 
compromised. We now have around 20 regular monthly donors, forming the vital backbone of 
our financial planning, with ad hoc donations and fundraising in addition. We have been so 
fortunate to have had a couple of generous contributions from individual donors specifically for 
the sanitation block project. Huge thanks to you all, who have made it possible for the charity 
to continue its work during these difficult times. 
 
In March 2022, 10 pupils from Hazelwood School participated in a Swimathon challenge. 
Each pupil committed to swim 1000m during their swimming lesson. They wanted to raise 
money towards the building of the sanitation block. The children smashed it and actually swam 
a grand total of 15050m, raising £2,635.  
 

 
 
 
Hazelwood School and parents have also donated both new and pre-loved blue school 
shirts to the children of Kenya.  
 
Sal’s Shoes have made generous donations of school shoes to the Centre this year.  
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Caterham School Parents’ Association: The generous donation of £1,000 has provided 
clean running water (see ‘before and after’ photo below), and the purchase of a water tank will 
enable rainwater collection at the Centre.   
 

 
 

 
The balance of funds has allowed for the purchase of sapling trees and a contribution towards 
an upgraded sanitation facility scheduled for 2022. The Parent’s Association has also donated 
Caterham Schools’ ‘pre-loved’ sports kit to the children at the Centre. 
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YEAR TO MARCH 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  Financial Year 

2021/22 
Financial Year 

2020/21 
  £ 

INCOME   
Donors – Gift aidable 8,640 5,926 
Donors – Non gift aidable  691 1,880 
Building fund 3,185 1,000 
Gift aid – claimed 2,246 0 
Gift aid – unclaimed 204 3.024 
Fundraising events 0 0 
Other donation methods (CAF, 
Amazon, Smile, Virgin etc.) 

1,102 3,520 

TOTAL INCOME 16,068 15,350 
   
EXPENDITURE   
Groceries (5,265) (5,373) 
Salaries (5,421) (5,763) 
Medical (66) (147) 
Utilities (81) (8) 
Education (1,255) (615) 
Repairs and maintenance (178) (189) 
Sundries (671) (400) 
Finance charges (177) (70) 
Capital (121) (1,910) 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE (13,235) (14,475) 
   
Net expenditure 2,833 875 
Funds b/f 8,633 7,758 
TOTAL FUNDS  11,466 8,633 
   
Current Assets   
Debtors (HMRC and just giving) 1,892 3,024 
Cash at bank 9,574 7,019 
   
Creditors (trustee loans) 0 (1,410) 
   
 11,466 8,633 
   
-unrestricted 7,666 8,018 
-restricted (building fund) 3,800 615 
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UPDATE ON EHC’S AIMS AND TARGETS 

 
AIM PROGRESS NEXT STEPS 
Improve 
sanitation 
facilities and 
rainwater 
capture. 

A new water supply has been 
successfully introduced to the 
Centre, improving sanitation 
and irrigation. 

We are now mid-build on a new 
sanitation block which we will tell you 
more about next year! 

Environment More tree planting has been 
completed. 
 
 

Rainwater capture is being factored 
into plans for the new sanitation 
block. 

Physical, Mental 
and Emotional 
Wellbeing 

The children continue to benefit 
from better diet and access to 
running water.  
 
 

Further sessions are underway to help 
the children manage the ongoing 
impact of past trauma, especially 
manifesting in bed wetting. 
 

Partnerships  Post Covid, supplies are once 
again able to get to the Centre, 
including school uniform 
supplies from Hazelwood School 
and Sal’s Shoes. 
  

We will continue to request supplies 
as necessary. 

Fundraising Finances are reasonably healthy 
although there is still a reliance 
on larger one-off donations. 
 

We are looking to secure 3-4 more 
regular monthly donors in FY23. 
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VOLUNTEER WITH US 
 
There are many ways in which you can contribute. If you are interested, contact us at 
contact@eusebiahope.org. 
 
Volunteer: Why not offer your skills for EHF? Whether it’s designing leaflets, volunteering at 
fetes and fairs or helping us with our admin, we are always in need of volunteers. 
 
Donate: We welcome both financial donations and donations of goods, whether used or new. 
You can check our website (www.eusebiahope.org) to see what the children in Kenya are in need 
of.  
 
The best way to donate is by monthly standing order.  We are able to make use of Gift Aid in our 
donations, please download a form from our website.  Our bank details are:  
 
Account name:  Eusebia Hope Foundation 
Account Nr:   00033639 
Sort Code:   40-52-40 
 
Charity events: We’ve had Swimming Galas, Fashion Shows, Concerts and Cake Sales. Why not 
run a race or host a coffee morning? We would love to hear about your fundraising ideas. 
 
Spread the word: Let other people know about EHF. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
 
Shop for us: Use Amazon Smile, Easyfundraising or Give as You Live to collect donations. 
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CHARITY DETAILS 
 
Eusebia Hope Foundation is a Charity Commission registered charity in the UK (1171617). 
 
Registered Address: 
12 Ulstan Close, Woldingham, Caterham, CR3 7EH 
 
Trustees: 
Tim Dunn (Chair, from October 2018) 
Christine Black-Nyaga (Operations) 
Clare Rockingham Khan (Treasurer) 
Alison Park (Donor Relations) 
 
Bankers: CAF Bank  
 
Accountants: DSK Partners LLP  
 
Website: www.eusebiahope.org 
Email: contact@eusebiahope.org 
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/EusebiaHopeFoundation/ 
Period of this report: 1 April 2021 – 31 March 2022 
Report prepared by: Tim & Claire Dunn 
Report signed by: Tim Dunn & Christine Black Nyaga 
 


